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Beautiful Greenwood Lake is 
the place to be July 9-14.Fleet # 21 has done their 
homework and we are ready for your arrival .Regatta 
chairman Bill Selick has again organized and reorgan-
ized all details --I think!! Don’t know what could possi-
bly slip thru the cracks but as we all know, anything is 
possible. All sorts of information such as entry forms, 
schedules, meal plans, lodging, directions, maps and 
more is available on the website-selick.com/rebel. In 
case there is a question Bill Selick's e-mail is there or 
call him (646 715 6680) or George Vurno or even me 
at 973-728-1321 
. 
It would be very helpful if the fleet captains could let 
Bill Selick know what their preliminary or best estimate 
of the number of boats planning to come would 
be .This would help in planning the boat mooring and 
the food plans .Thanks for your help. 
  
And speaking of food plans you can see by the sched-
ule that we have a really great meal plan in place all 
catered by world famous ( maybe not world famous 
but at the least New Jersey famous ) Vickie’s Kitchen-
another great reason to come to Greenwood Lake!! 
There will be some "mystery skippers” at this regatta -
-who will for now go unnamed but I can tell you they 
are definitely not new to Rebel sailing. So there you 
are, all the plans are made, details attended too and 
all that’s left to do is for you to hook up your trailer and 
come east. I look forward to seeing old friends again 
and meeting new friends and so does all of our sail-
ors. Welcome to beautiful Greenwood Lake 
 
See you soon 
 
Jack Schuchardt 
 

July 2011 What Happened?!? 

Kenneth Zelnick of Russellville, AR recently wrote: “My son 
recently bought a 1970 Rebel 16, and we need some infor-
mation, specifically regarding rigging hardware.  I know 
absolutely nothing about boats, so please excuse my incor-
rect use of terms.  I know the mainsail halyard block / 
sheave (the pulley thing at the top of the mast used to hoist 
the mainsail) has been replaced with an incorrect ... 

This shows how the sheave was installed in 

the masthead, except the main halyard ran 

over the sheave instead of under it. 

continued page 5 

The jib halyard is using a Ronstan RF185 

sheave.  I'm not sure this is the correct part. 
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The 2011 sailing season is now fully underway. Hopefully 
by the time you are reading this, everyone has had their 
Rebel out on the water several times. The Des Plaines fleet 
has had a challenging early season. The generally pleas-
ant, spring, weather seemed to always get out of whack, on 
race days.  Our winds, off the airport, were either non-
existent or blowing the white off the sails.  
 
I just spoke with some of our Rebel sailors recently return-
ing from the Rockhall Regatta, on Chesapeake Bay. Re-
grettably life has gotten in the way, making me unable to 
join them this year. It is a shame because this is truly a pre-
mier one-design regatta, with a long standing tradition. In 
all, there were five Rebels, in attendance, making us once 
again the second largest fleet, in this large multiclass re-
gatta. Like last year, the Rebels performed admirably 
among the large variety of crafts showing up for the, long 
distance, race down the Chester River. The results and pic-
tures of the sailing action should be available for viewing 
very shortly at www.rockhallyachtclub.org. Check them out, 
and start making your plans for next year.   
 
The Awosting Yacht Squadron is busily making prepara-
tions for this month’s Rebel National Championship Re-
gatta, at Greenwood Lake. This will be their second turn at 
hosting the championship, on this large, nine mile, lake, 
straddling New York and New Jersey. I heard there will be 
some surprise mystery skippers, but couldn’t get Regatta 
chairman, Bill Selick to spill the beans. This year’s Nation-
als are back to the full week schedule July 9 -14. Be sure to 
arrive early enough to attend the long distance, Portsmouth 
Race on Saturday. If you are planning to arrive Friday, 
please contact Bill to be sure some one will be there to 
meet you, and direct you to your slip. It should be a fun and 
unique event that will provide some much needed tune up 
time for those of us who haven’t logged many sailing hours 
this season. Please let our hosts know if you plan to attend 
so they have an accurate head count to work with. They are 
working with some, top notch, catering services, and the 
food for this event promises to be outstanding. Also, if you 
are able, they still could use any items you might donate for 
the raffle. ... 

...This will be my last column as Commodore of the Na-
tional Rebel Class Association. I want to sincerely thank 
everyone who has helped me to navigate these last two 
years. It has been both an honor and privilege to work with 
such a group of intelligent and dedicated individuals. This 
summer, I will be turning over the helm to Bruce Nowak. 
We all know Bruce as a resourceful and tireless contributor 
to the Rebel cause. I am very confident I leave the associa-
tion in good hands.    
     John 

 
Thanks John, although the I’m not so sure of the good 
hands accolade.  The last we sailed Greenwood, my dad 
and I were fortunate enough to sail Queen Vic  - clearly 
enjoying the visit.  Our plan is to enjoy the hospitality of our 
friends to the East, as long as they will have us at least!  
For a summary of my view I’ve included a 2008 rant (next 
page) that while historically accurate, offers little in what 
needs doing next.   
 
To do next is beyond a doubt sell Rebel 4200.  As much as 
I want another orange boat (and believe me Shannon 
would love a new orange boat) neither of us are quite will-
ing to part with our reserves.  Digging into our Associa-
tion’s reserves has been suggested as an option as well.  
But what then?  That I do not have an answer for either. 
What I do know is that the Rebel is a brilliantly designed 
and built boat that deserves an equally brilliant future.   
 
A future that needs all of us to come to her aid once again.  
Yes, many of you have given it a go, and would like to mo-
sey on.  However, what we want and what we need are 
opposites in these dire economic times.  When you are 
able, give us what you are able to keep this boat moving 
through the twenty-first century.   
 
Let us all begin by visiting our friends from the Appalachian  
Mountains to the warm waters of Okinawa.  Do not wait for 
your national organization to lead, tell us where to go in a 
most positive way.  We have had five (5) boats at Rockhall 
for two years running!  We need more places to go —
especially for the Spring meeting.  More than anything, we 
need a place to sail for that event.  So that is it, beyond 
selling give us a place to race in Spring 2012!  Oh yea ... 
      Bruce 
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From the Ray Greene 
Mark I to the 

Dave Nickels Mark V  
Rebels Remain  

Competitive 
 

Join Us Now 

 

Sounding Off 
Opinions are like onions 

By Bruce LJJ Nowak 
 

Once upon a time a comedian remarked that opinions 
were like certain body parts—some corresponding to 
the more pleasing aspects of our anatomy and others 
to the more odorous parts of our bodies.  Well at a cer-
tain level that may very well be accurate, it seems to 
me that opinions are more like onions that need to be 
peeled back to garner their full flavour. 
 
From our discussions at the last board and member-
ship meetings, two broad perspectives of (or perhaps 
visions for) the future of the National Rebel Class As-
sociation (NRCA).  Both of these perspectives arise 
from the understood but not desired reality of dwin-
dling racing membership and market share. 
 
On the one hand there are those who see our future 
reemergence built with the Mark V.  On the other 
there are those who see our future in promoting the 
continuity of our class rules that allows a Mark I to 
compete against a Mark V.  The discussion between 
these two groups was polarized.  Those in the first 
group were dismayed at the favourable comparison 
being made between the Mark I and Mark V.   
 
To be certain the Mark V is a better boat than the 
Mark I for any number of reasons with the first and 
foremost being that they are made with a precision that 
the earlier experimental days of Ray Greene did not 
allow.  (See the June 2008 Rabble)  That precision in-
cludes a first class running rigging system that is the 
best in racing dinghies.  Yes, we have a great boat that 
needs to be built and sold.  But are building and sell-
ing this great boat really mutually exclusive...  

… to promoting the continuity that allows the ones 
through fives to compete? 
 
I think not.  Rather, having very inexpensive starter 
boats available for racing newbies creates an entry 
platform not available in other class as most of their 
old boats are rule changed out or too beat up to com-
pete.  Our difficulty lies in the intermediate range of 
boat prices for those newbies to move up or racing 
sailors from other classes to jump into.  And, the only 
place those exist is on our ponds, like 4187. 
 
If you go back and study the history of Rebel market-
ing that is exactly how the class perpetuated itself.  
Fleets leaders would sell there one or two or three year 
old boats to newbies moving up or those racers jump-
ing in and get a new boat in short order.  The newbies 
moving up would sell their boats to new newbies and 
thus a growth pattern was created.  
 
That pattern has long since ceased to function and its 
recreation may be the key to our and Nickels Boat 
Works rejuvenation.  Since Hugh Armbruster’s sug-
gested to me in an e-mail that Rebel 4200 may be the 
last Rebel built and informed your board that he will 
only build Rebels in batches of five, I’m not really 
sure that we will be able to rebuild fleets with out a 
more proactive marketing plan.  I’m left seriously per-
plexed as waiting for customers is the fastest way out 
of business and that is not our Association’s goal. 
 
And in answer those who have asked, no I’m not quit-
ting as the Rabble Editor.  However, IF there is some 
one in our association who believes that they can do 
more for the class, then they are welcome to the job.  
Until then I’ll keep editing, and sailing anyone of our 
six for sale Rebels from the original #3 to the Mark V 
shown below.  See you on Greenwood Lake. RRR   
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Hug, Race, Relax in a Rebel Today 

Advertising Rates 
Includes Internet Listing 

 

Issues  1 2 3 4 
 

Cost 
Full Page $100.00 190. 270. 340. 
Half Page     50.00   90. 135. 170. 
1/4 Page     25.00   47. 67.5  85. 
1/8 Page     15.00   28. 40.5  51. 
 
   Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed 
in four issues at a cost of $25.00.  NRCA members only 
may advertise to sell their boats and sails at no cost.  Other 
items for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word.  Non-
NRCA members may also advertise their boats, sails and 
other boating items at a cost of $0.25 per word. 
   Advertisements are solicited for placement according to 
the rates published in the Rabble. 
   Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet 
when payment and copy is received. 
   No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel website, 
http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a corresponding ad in 
the Rebel Rabble.  Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat. 

Next Issues and Deadlines: 
 

 Issue    Deadline 
January 1   December 1 
April 1    March 15 
July  1    June 15 

September 1   August 15 

 REBEL RABBLE 
Official publication of the 

National Rebel Class Association 2011-12 
 

     Commodore    Bruce LJJ Nowak 
           517/784-3348   b1now@juno.com 
     Vice Commodore     John Washburn      
          847-550-9908,  
      Rear Commodore  Al Vorel 
          616/784-0294 vorelcpa@netscape.net  
     Secretary    Karel Vorel 
           616/784-7144   apv5000@netscape.net  
     Treasurer    Neil Robb 
           517/787-3673   nerobb@mtu.edu   
     Rebel Rabble Editor    Bruce LJJ Nowak 
           517/784-3348   b1now@juno.com 
     Immediate Past Commodore    Al Vorel 
          616/784-0294 vorelcpa@netscape.net  
     One Year Directors 
 John Hudak, Coldwater 
 Jack Sanderson, Coldwater 
 Pat Vorel, Reeds Lake 
      Two Year Directors 
 Kevin Nickels, Lake Fenton 
 Dave Nickels, Lake Fenton 
 Shannon Shank, Clark Lake  
 
     Fleet Captains 
     Fleet 2    Clark Lake, MI 
        Dan Hockenberry   517/529-3169   danhockenberry@sbcglobal.net 
     Fleet 7    Grand Rapids, MI 
        Karel Vorel     616/293-6137     vklvet@netscape.net 
     Fleet 19    Hueston Woods, OH 
         
     Fleet 21    Greenwood Lake, NJ 
        Bill Selick        bill@selick.com  
     Fleet 23    Des Plaines, IL 
        John Washburn 847-550-9908 
     Fleet 24    Dallas, TX 
 
     Fleet 26    Coldwater Lake, MI 
        Jack Sanderson   
     Fleet 27    Roanoke, VA 
 
     Fleet ##    Lake Fenton, MI 
        Kevin Nickels 
 

Rabble Photographers: 
Sharon M. Nowak nowaksharon3@yahoo.com 

Al Schoenborn uncle-al3854@cogeco.ca  
 

Official Builder   Nickels Boat Works   Flint, MI 
810/767-4050 hugh@nickelsboats.com  

 

Rebel Website Originator Chris Fromme  
   

Web-Skipper: Neil Robb nerobb@mtu.edu   

Greenwood Lake 2008 

 

    Member Boats and Parts Member Boats and Parts   
Pictures & Parts List on the Web atPictures & Parts List on the Web at  

  

www.rebelsailor.comwww.rebelsailor.com   



 

5 

 

Reading Electric, Inc. 
Licensed, Bonded, Fully Insured 

 
1113 Valley Stream Drive 
Wheeling, Illinois 60090 

 
847-520-0553 * Fax: 847-520-0512 

ReadingElectric1@aol.com 

Accounting and Tax Preparation since 1974               Office Hours By 
Appointment Only 

Allan P. Vorel 
Certified Public Accountant 

 

751 Lamoreaux Dr. N.W. 
Comstock Park, Michigan 49231- 

 
616-784-0294 * Fax: 616-784-1530 
E-mail: VorelCPA@netscape.net 

You're never too old  

to have a happy childhood  

    Nick Tanis                          517-420-4359 

What Happened?!? 
continued from page 1 
 
...part, and I suspect this is the case with the jib as well.  
Is there someone in your group who could tell me what 
the correct parts would be and where I can get them?” 

 
With help from Hugh Armbruster, Dan Hockenberry, Dave 
Nickels and Bill Rohlin via the e-mail, Ken and son replied  
 
“Thanks much to all. 
 
Yes, Bruce, that's probably what my mast head should 
look like, only mine doesn't have the round turney things.  
;)  Now that I know what I'm looking for, I should be able 
to order some. 
 
Dan, your assessment of the needed sheaves agrees with 
what Hugh told me.  Sounds like everybody is on track 
here. 
 
BTW, I got confused on my description of my "Masthead" 
picture.  I said the front of the mast was toward the top of 
the picture, when actually it's the rear.  You guys probably 
figured that out by now.  I'm still a nub, don't know my 
mast head from my stern.  ;) 
 
Again, thank you very much for the help. 
 
Ken”  
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National Rebel Class Association 
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor 
b1now@juno.com 
PO Box 4114 
Jackson, MI 49204-4114 
 
Change Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com Race, Relax in a Rebel 

Rebel Nationals Rebel Nationals Rebel Nationals July 11 to 14, 2011July 11 to 14, 2011July 11 to 14, 2011   
Awosting Yacht Squadron, Awosting Yacht Squadron, Awosting Yacht Squadron, Greenwood LakeGreenwood LakeGreenwood Lake, New Jersey, New Jersey, New Jersey   
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