Sept 1, 2007

Success on Greenwood Lake
Great Friends + Great Lake = Great Great Green Fun

Evidently it does not seem to matter to Dave if our
championship series is run in cold water or on green
wood as he is once again our champion. That is not
to say the Mr. Consistency had an easy go it as the
out come of this year’s regatta also came down to
the very last race. That drama was provided by
Greenwood Lake skipper Bob Krahulik who beat
Dave as many times as he was beaten by our repeating champion.
Going into the last day of racing Dave Nickels only

Ron Reading with granddaughter Catie Simmons and
daughter CeCe Smith share the happiness bestowed by
the best finish of a Grandparent-Grandchild racing team.

behind them. If that racing wasn’t close enough for
you the next 6 boats: Al & Karel Vorel, GRYC, Neil
Robb & Nick Tanis, CLYC,
[continued page 4]

Commodore Al Vorel congratulates our 2007 National
Rebel Class Champions Dave Nickels & Ethan Oslund.

had a 2 point lead over Bob who had won the final
race on Wednesday. Clark Lakes’ Dan Hockenberry
and crew Al Schonborn were in third just 3 points
ahead of Awosting’s beloved team of George Vurno
and Joan Reichenbach, with one of Awosting’s father-son teams of Paul and David Bryan 3 points
Junior Sailors enjoy a fine day of racing. More on page 11
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Hug, Race, Relax in a Rebel Today

Great Shots…. Once again the Rebel Family
comes together to celebrate on winds and waters.
And what a celebration Greenwood Lake is. Great
people, great racing, great preparation, great parties
and great pictures. In addition to Sharon and Al, we
have pictures from Neil Robb, Catie Simmons,
Karol Vorel and Jean Zimmer in this issue. Thanks
to Mark Quiniff and John Washburn for the article
and picture on the 37th Annual Des Plaines Regatta
which will be in the next issue. For those who can’t
wait, it’s on the website. Thanks to All. Bruce
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Rebel Website Originator Chris Fromme
Webmaster: Neil Robb Email nrobb@voyager.net

Visit the Rebel Website
http://www.rebelsailor.com

Obtain a copy of the Constitution
www.rebelsailor.com/constitutnbylaws.7.15.2002.pdf
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contineu4d from previous column

COMMODORE’S CORNER

volunteering to help run this organization.. Now
that we have yet another place to have the nationals,
our regular and associate membership is climbing
(page 26),old boats are finding new ports and the demand for new boats is building, the job is not that
tough. Besides, if I can do it just about anybody can!
Before I head off to Clark Lake, I would like to give
a special thanks to Rose Steele and her race committee crew for the wonderful job of managing our regatta. Good decisions were made for both the Junior
and Senior events insuring that everyone had good
conditions to test their skills.
Oh, still waiting on a firm bid for 2008.

Al

THANK YOU AWOSTING YACHT SQAUDRON.
Karel and I had a great time at nationals and we didn’t
hear otherwise from anyone. Well except maybe that
bit of yelling on the race course. For some of us that
was a new experience that may have been unsettling.
But, it is par for the course and always stops once we
come ashore. How many new folks had not been to our
National Regatta before? Well the Awosting fleet had
13 boats entered and given that only Bill & George
have traveled before that leaves 11 who had not previously attended our regatta! And you know what, those
folks from Awosting are damn good sailors.
In fact you folks are so good it is a shame that you do
not travel more. Just look at your investment in your
boat. We are a one design sailboat racing class and if
the Rebel is to continue as a racing class we ALL need
to support these regattas. It’s the mixing of boats and
sailors from different clubs which will keep us a vibrant one-design class. We need to support each other
because that will support the boat and our investments
in it. So speaking of regattas, Clark Lake’s is Sept.
22nd & 23rd, go to www://clarklakeyachtclub.org.

NICKELS BOAT
WORKS

Sorry if it sounds like I’m scolding, but we need you to
help build our fleets - whether you race or prefer the
social venue - we want everyone to travel. So this message is for everyone including those who are non-fleet
boat owners. Some of the help we need is in next column
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2426 S. Long Lake Road
Fenton, MI 48430
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New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts

Great Greenwood Regatta
[continued from page 1]

Bill Selick & Bob Buchtman, AYS, Jack & Johnnie
Schuchardt & Rob Steele, AYS, Daniel & Brennen
Leon, AYS, and Mark & Peggy Quiniff, DPYC,
were all a mere 3 points apart before the 6th race of
the regatta.
Unlike last year’s regatta, the fickle winds of midJuly grew stronger for the last day as that mighty
Steele Racing Committee set us loose on that grand
9-mile long lake. But as the cannon erupted across
the lake, a giant hole seemingly was ripped open
over the line as the wind quickly leaked away. As
the wind also spun to favour those on port, the start
left many in disarray. This sudden change in fortunes would soon be overcome by the rising winds.

That repacked the 25 Rebels on the downwind
stretch that stretched some 6 miles, yet our boats
moved swiftly over the water. It truly was a wonderful sight and even a better feeling to be in the
boats as we caught those that sought to flee.
[continued page 5]
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Bob
Krahulik
relaxes
in his
boat
before
we race.
Maybe a
hug would
have helped
his
chances?

Great Greenwood Regatta
[continued from page 4]

From the after-guard it would have been easy to say:

Without question the challenge was for all not to
brawl nor broach around the jibe mark. As we made
the turn, the breeze increased the pace so that you
could feel the cool water in your face. Charging
oh what the hay, but there wouldn’t be another day to
play. So our boats kept churning the length of the lake

across the lake on fairly close reach the clusters of Rebels scrambled for the inside position as they all prepared to head towards the wind. Up wind we went,
but in the end, Bob won the day while Dave held 3rd
for forth time for a 1 point regatta win. So the ques-

until the leaders were clearly insight and that must
given some a bit of delight, yet others a tinge of fright.

tion must truly be, on what pond will we see Dave defend his National Rebel Championship once more?
Will it be Fenton, or some where in between? ß
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2007
Rebel Class National Champion:

Dave Nickels
Libby Owens Ford Perpetual Trophy
Ray Greene Trophy - best performance
on the second day of the regatta

1st Place Crew

Ethan Oslund
Capt. Ibbetson Perpetual Trophy

Second Place Skipper:

Robert Krahulik
Bleimeister Perpetual Trophy

Second Place Crews
Thomas Krahulik
Steve Craver

Third Place Skipper:

Dan Hockenberry
Ray Greene Perpetual Trophy

Third Place Crew
Al Schonborn
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2007
Fourth Place Skipper:

George Vurno
Robert Christ Perpetual Trophy

Fourth Place Crew

Joan Reichenbach
Best Performance by Husband & Wife

Fifth Place Skipper:

Neil Robb
Ed Fromme Perpetual Trophy

Fifth Place Crews
Nick Tanis

Sixth Place Skipper:

Al Vorel
Perpetual Revere Bowl

Sixth Place Crews
Karol Vorel
Second Best Performance
by Husband & Wife

7

Rebel National Championship Trophies 2007
Seventh Place Skipper:

Mark Quiniff
Perpetual Revere Bowl

Seventh Place Crew
Peggy Quiniff

Eighth Place Skipper:

Bill Selick
Perpetual Revere Bowl
Most Improved Skipper

Eighth Place Crews
Bob Buchtman

Ninth Place Skipper:

Daniel Leon
Perpetual Revere Bowl

Ninth Place Crews
Brennen Leon
Best Performance by Parent & Child
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2007
Tenth Place Skipper:

Paul Bryan
Perpetual Revere Bowl

Tenth Place Crew
David Bryan

Eleventh Place Skipper:

Jack Sanderson
Chris Patton Perpetual Revere Bowl

Eleventh Place Crew
Karen Sanderson

Twelfth Place Skipper:

Jack Schuchardt
Duane Slater Perpetual Revere Bowl

Twelfth Place Crews
Johnnie Schuchardt
Youngest Crew

Ron Steele
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Rebel National Championship Trophies 2007
Thirteenth Place Skipper:

Robert Zimmer
Kessler Family Perpetual Revere Bowl

Thirteenth Place Crew
Josh Zimmer

Fourteenth Place Skipper:

Jim Quiniff
Herndon Family Perpetual Revere Bowl

Youngest Skipper
Fourteenth Place Crew
Mike Stoodley

Fifteenth Place Skipper:

Frank Traeger
Mary & Peasie Herndon Perpetual
Revere Bowl

Fifteenth Place Crews
David Davies
Barry Wassler
Complete Results on the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com
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I Flipped the Boat
By Josh Zimmer
When I first found out that the Nationals were being
held on Greenwood Lake, the question everyone kept
asking me was if I was going to be racing in the Junior
Regatta. I would always say ‘maybe’ or that I would
think about it. I crewed all the time with my dad, but
had not skippered very often. After ten months of not
being sure if I was racing or not, I had to answer. I
said yes, but my crew Stephanie and I only got to
practice together twice before the races. Stephanie
had experience sailing catboats and sunfish, so I wasn’t too worried. However, on our first practice we
were out about two minuets and I flipped the boat.
Luckily we were able to get the boat back up without
too much trouble and had a good practice, even if we
were a little wet. Our second practice, there was no
wind at all. We got 100 ft off of the dock in about half
an hour and decided to turn around and paddle. This
was less than a week before the nationals.

Stephanie Montana and Josh Zimmer after-dunking

three races in before we had to stop. The sail from
where we keep our boat at South Shore Marina to the
boathouse was great and we got to sail around the
course many times before the start as the race committee set out the marks. During the start of first race I
was very nervous and I was hoping that Stephanie and
I would finish in the top three. After winning the first
race with Theresa and Ethan right behind us I was
much more confident. In the second race we got second behind Teresa and Ethan. So for the third race
Stephanie and I were tied for lead of what we thought
would be the last race of the series. We got a good

Winds during Junior Skipper’s meeting on Sunday

The winds were just the opposite when race day finally came. As we were getting prepared to go sailing
with the rest of the Jr. Fleet there was too much wind
and the days races were canceled. When I arrived at
the boathouse the first day I got a registration packet
that had all of the racecourses, rules, and a schedule.
This helped me get more prepared for the next day’s
races. We got great t-shirts too. I still had fun even
though the junior’s did not get to race the first day. I
met a lot of great new people and at the Skippers
meeting; we got to see whom we were racing against
for the first time.
The next day I was hoping that we would get at least

Josh & Stephanie are on the outside of Theresa & Ethan

start and had a pretty good lead the entire race. After
winning we began to relax and thought the races were
over. Then the committee boat came out and said
there would be two more races after a lunch break.
Stephanie and I won the next two races to win the
[continued next column] Junior Rebel Nationals. That made [continued next page]
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The day a lot of great fun all by itself.
Afterwards Stephanie and I found out that there was

win. Even though I was nervous it turned out to be
my favorite time during the races.
Junior’s Night Out {page 20, editor} was also fun, the
food at Paul’s place was good and the Frisbee golf was
a lot of fun too. Five people showed up for Junior’s
Night Out and after we had played most of the holes in
Frisbee golf, we got to have ice cream. During Junior’s Night Out I learned a lot about the other junior’s
and where they came from.
The rest of Nationals week was also fun. I raced in
the Senior races with my dad and we had a great time.
When there was no wind and we were waiting for the
next race to start there was a water gun fight to join in
and cool off from the extreme heat. Thanks to Jim

a tradition that if you won you would get the winners
dunk. Had I known of this tradition before the races, I
might not have been so excited about winning. It was
a hot day and going for a swim wasn’t so bad. I think
the Senior’s should stick to this tradition as well. I
had a great time and I think everyone else did too.
The entire time I was out sailing there were people
taking pictures. Now, to be able to look back at the
pictures is an awesome thing to do. It helps me remember all of the exiting things that happened in the
races (including hitting a mark in the last race and after doing my 360 I was in 5th place in very little
wind). That was one of the most nervous times that I
Miller and Karen Schuchardt, we got a water gun and
were able to fire back. The dinners each evening were
good. The raffle was very funny and we won something too. Finally the awards dinner was perfect and
many great looking trophies were handed out. I got a
trophy and plaque for winning the Jr. Rebel Nationals
and huge cup for
being the most
promising young
skipper. I was
not expecting the
cup and it’s
really cool to
read the names
of all the Juniors
who have won
had during the whole day because if I stayed in that
before me going
position I would have lost first place over all. But
all the way back
somehow I was able to pass all of the boat at the leeto 1963.
ward mark and pull away for the [continued next column]
B
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Junior Racing at Greenwood Lake

Without the championship work of Bill Selick and his entire team at AYS, none of this on water excitement
would have been possible. In fact the whole Junior Regatta may have been in peril had it not been for some
quick thinking and exceptional instruction as many of these young folk are first time competitors. As you look
at these pictures I think we can all be impressed at how well this young sailors handled their boats. This is
speaks volumes on the quality of the young sailors, their instructors and our boat—the Rebel. I’m [next page]
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Junior Racing at Greenwood Lake

… not sure that many other one-designs can claim that their boat is as easy to sail as ours is. It does not seem
to matter if you are 14 or 86, a 100 pounds dripping wet, or lying about being under 300, our Rebel simply performs. For those of you taking your first look, you will also see that our young sailors are competing in just
about every vintage boat that has been built. And, we can compete in every vintage boat because the Rebel
hasn’t changed, it just has been improved by our builders. Dave Nickels Mark V is still the 16 foot, [next page]
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Junior Racing at Greenwood Lake

… 700 pound boat that our founder Ray Greene built, it is simply elegant. So as you help build your fleets on
your pond, make sure everyone gets the opportunity to see what these young sailors have accomplished. Yea
brag it up—not just a bit but a lot. Look ‘em in eye and tell ‘em, hey if my 14 year-old can do this … even if
your 14 year-old is now 40! And, please do not forget this is as much about our young sailors as it is about the
boat we sail. We are the Rebel Family, just ask Arizona Mike who is one of our newest members!
B
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Junior Racing at Greenwood Lake
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2006
2007

Greenwood’s Faces & Places
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Greenwood’s Faces & Places
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Greenwood’s Faces & Places
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Our first stop was
Paul’s place,
By Jean Zimmer
which is a local
burger and dog
Admittedly, I was a wee bit nervous when I first got
elected (I mean volunteered - never take a powder dur- attraction. No
visit to Greening a Rebel meeting) to be in charge of the Junior’s
Night Out. Even with our son participating, I wasn’t wood Lake is
complete without
a trip to Paul’s.
The food is good
and the service is
quick once you
understand their
system. We
watched a few
customers come
in after us and
get served first
before us we realized that we needed to order at the counter before we
sat down. They serve the food to you, but order at the
counter first. After we got our order in it was smooth
sailing.
sure of what to expect or how many kids I was planning for! Look most of our juniors would be racing in Next we drove to the Warwick Town Park, which is
every race at the Nationals. That means not only will the home to one of the finest disc golf courses in the
they race in the junior races but they will also crew in country. They host many national level events at the
the senior races. So I mom wondered about planning Warwick course which is 18 holes, or baskets of disc
something that would be fun and exciting and still not golf which wind through the forest and long sloping
fields.
exhaust the kids for the next day’s races!

Junior Nite Out

In the end we wound up with a small group, but I
think we all had fun. We gathered at the Awosting
boathouse, which was command center for the regatta.
Josh, Theresa, Mike, Ethan and John were the young
sailors who came with us.

After some instruction from Bob (above) we were on
our way. Some of the instruction included a little info
about what disc golf is. It is a game that is scored
similar to golf in that you want to get your disc in the
basket in the fewest number of throws.
[next page]
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The discs are similar to Frisbees only smaller and
heavier. As you can see in the following picture sequence, your stroke may be personalized!

Josh and Bob had the advantage because they knew
the course and had played before but after a few warm
up shots Theresa, Mike, Ethan and John were playing
like pros.
After the darkness set in we drove back towards
Greenwood Lake and went to our final stop, which is a
local creamery. They have wonderful ice cream and it
was a perfect ending to our junior’s night out. In the

We played almost a full round of 18 holes but it got

end I really enjoyed meeting these young people and
spending some time with them. We hope the junior

too dark and we couldn’t see to play the last hole.

racers had some non-water fun because we all know
that they had a great time on the water.
B

Juniors
Build
Fleets
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Rebels Missing the
Action
The Melling
Brothers had
too much work
to do, while
John Vanderbrink could not
reschedule the
family reunion
again to make
the nationals.
Woody’s grandson from Hawaii was in for
an InterLochen
music camp and
a visit to Mackinaw Island.
Shannon’s
Shank nursing
school and summer job kept her
and grandfather
Stan Krajewski
from racing this
year.
Last years senior runner-up
and junior
champion John
and Gage Hudak stayed in
Coldwater to
support mom,
while 2003 &
2004 champs
Carol and Elliott Hilsinger
returned home
as the skipper
needed rest.
While Nick
Tanis did crew
for Neil Robb,
his son Dominic
Aprea (Tanis in
Italian) also
need to rest-up
while preparing
for his new job.
Clarence &
Sally Metzger
and Steve &
Alice Cummings couldn't
travel N and E.
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Awards

First Team Trophy
(combined lowest score of 3 boats from one club)

Awosting Yacht Squadron

Second Team Trophy
(combined next lowest score of 3 boats from one club)

Clark Lake Yacht Club

Fleet with Largest Number
of Boats Attending Nationals
(excludes the hosting fleet)

Des Plaines Yacht Club
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Awards

Best Performance First Nationals
Robert Krahulik

Best Women Skipper
Wendy Gallione

Most Promising Young Skipper
Josh Zimmer

Bill ‘Rebel’ Etherton Hospitality
Award (Mint Bucket)
Bill & Barbara Selik
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Awards
Musselman & Rex Pierson Awards

Charles Toberman Award

Al Vorel

Jack Roe - Anchorman

Dean of the Regatta

Pickle Boat Award

Paul Bryan

Mike Wiley - highest score that started/finished all races

Furthest Traveled

AYS Recipe for Success

John and Jean Washburn

Complete Results on the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com
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Membership Report*
*there are 6 additional new Rebel boat owners who were given a free Associate Membership

Year

Active

Associate

Honorary

Designer

Total

1992

140

36

1

1

178

1993

144

31

2

1

178

1994

140

32

2

1

175

1995

128

42

2

1

173

1996

130

41

2

1

174

1997

129

42

2

1

174

1998

133

40

2

1

176

1999

137

54

2

1

194

2000

139

41

2

1

183

2001

139

38

2

1

180

2002

132

45

2

1

180

2003

114

61

2

1

178

2004

104

58

3

1

166

2005

97

47

3

1

148

2006

84

50

3

1

138

2007

93

51

6

1

151

From a Ray Greene
3 to the
Dave Nickels 4187
Rebels Remain
Competitive

Race, Relax in a Rebel
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The good news is that we both had a GREAT time and look forward to many future good times. We still have a long way to go
but the journey is well worth the effort.

BAG

MAIL

Last night, my father's boat arrived from North Carolina - a 1982
July 15, 2007 McClaughlin Snipe. This has been his dream and with a little
luck we'll get both boats in the water on Saturday.
Fellow Rebel owners:

I do have a question, though. We really struggle to put the mast
Attached are photos of the existing rigging on my boat. Some of up. Both side shrouds are attached but trying the boost the mast
up to vertical while crawling over the centerboard housing is difmy questions are:
ficult. My father has been standing in the back of the truck
(trailer attached) and hoisting the forestay while I push the mast
1. What is the red rope that travels on the underside of the
to vertical. I know there has to be an easier and more graceful
boom for? It seems to be used to draw and/or secure the mainsail way to do this. Any suggestions?
to the boom.
2. There is a small, short length of steel cable attached to the
I am attaching a photo of the maiden voyage just before we finboom and a longer one attached to the base of the mast that seems ished rigging and setting sail.
to go nowhere.
3. How is the "corner" of the sail where it meets the boom and Mike, #1611 mmencinger@yahoo.com
the mast attached?
4. There is a friction cleat just behind the mast. If I can license
the trailer this week, I'm going to put here in the water this weekend, Of course this is if you think I have enough rigging to actually sail the boat. I think I'm close - maybe not 100% correct but close.
I can't thank all of you enough for your help and advice.
Mike, #1611
Pictures are for 2, 3 & 4 - editor

Bruce
August 30, 2007 I just received the latest newsletter and as much as I have enjoyed

it I’m perplexed as to why I keep receiving it.
Bruce,
She's up and gliding across the waters of AZ! My father and I
went to a small lake south of Tucson and put her in the water last
weekend. Lake Patagonia is in a state park and is about 250
acres.
The boat did real well even though she was commandeered by
two out-of-practice sailors. Thank goodness for the forgiving
nature of the Rebel. We only had a couple of out-of-control moments with an ill-timed come about and a puff of wind. The only
other instance was when the rudder handle extension came of
during a nice tack.

I had a Rebel years ago but have not had one now for at least the
last three years, possibly longer. When I sold the boat I informed
the editor of this, I don’t pay dues to the Rebel club presently and
haven’t for years. I really don’t deserve to remain on your mailing lists and I’m sure you would agree.
I’m informing you again so you can send my copy to someone
who might get a bit more from it than I. If nothing else it will
lower your printing and mailing costs.
I had a good experience with your club and if I ever again own a
Rebel I will certainly join once more. Until then … and thank
you for looking in to this.

Unfortunately, a thunderstorm reared its ugly head and sent us to
the safety of the shore. We were all packed up and ready to leave Sincerely
when it really started raining. This time of year is our rainy season (Monsoon).
Bill
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Grand Rapids Invitational

Visit the Rebel Website
http://www.rebelsailor.com

June 2008
vklvet@netserve.net

Rebel Nationals
July 2008

Des Plaines Invitational
August 2008
phil.faulkner@sbcglobal.net

Rebel 1654

Tim Dowling Memorial Regatta
CLYC September 22nd & 23rd 2007

A mark 2 and 3/4 is for sale

Ben Graziani

b1now@juno.com

(513) 871 1864
Boat, Sails and Trailer

Advertisers Invited
Members and non-members alike can support
NRCA by advertising their products and/or
services in the Rebel Rabble. Let us know
about your business and support the NCRA at
the same time. The cost for a business card
size ad is $25.00 for four issues. For larger
display ads, a complete list of advertising options and rates can be found on the back page
of this issue. Members can advertise their
boats and sails for sale at no cost. Advertising as well as editorial copy deadlines for
each issue follow below.
Next Issues and Deadlines:
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Issue

Deadline

January 1
April 1
June 1
September 1

December 1
March 18
May 15
August 15

2007 Junior National Champions
Josh Zimmer Skipper
Stephanie Montana Crew

2007 Junior Competitors

5th Place Skipper Jim Balsamo
5th Place Crew Julie Balsamo

2nd Place Skipper Theresa Stoodley
2nd Place Crew Ethan Oslund

6th Place Skipper Zach Bryan
6th Place Crew Johnnie Schuchardt

7th Place Skipper Katie Simmons
7th Place Crew Bobby Schulz

3rd Place Skipper Maurice Ott
3rd Place Crew Graham Kilduff

4th Place Skipper John Tesser
4th Place Crew Thomas Schneiders

Ceremonial Dunking
Complete Results on the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com
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National Rebel Class Association
Bruce LJJ Nowak, Editor
b1now@juno.com
PO Box 4114
Jackson, MI 49204-4114
On the Web at http://www.rebelsailor.com

Change Service Requested

Race, Relax in a Rebel
Advertising Rates

NICKELS BOAT
WORKS

Includes Internet Listing
Issues
Cost
Full Page
Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

1
$100.00
50.00
25.00
15.00

2

3

4

190.
90.
47.
28.

270. 340.
135. 170.
67.5 85.
40.5 51.

Rebel and Lighting Builder

Business Cards Ads for NRCA members will be placed in
four issues at a cost of $25.00. NRCA members only may
advertise to sell their boats and sails at no cost. Other items
for sale by NRCA members is $0.15 per word. Non-NRCA
members may also advertise their boats, sails and other
boating items at a cost of $0.25 per word.
Advertisements are solicited for placement according to
the rates published in the Rabble.
Advertisements will be run and placed on the internet
when payment and copy is received.
No Advertisements will be placed on the Rebel website,
http://www.rebelsailor.com, without a corresponding ad in
the Rebel Rabble. Visit our advertisers, buy a new boat.
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2426 S. Long Lake Road
Fenton, MI 48430
Phone: 810 750 1855
Email: nickelsboatworks@juno.com
New Rebels, Boat Repairs and Parts
Building the Best for your Sailing
Pleasure

