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The next morning the Sun was sparkling on the water and the
Wind whispered excitedly in the tree tops and George couldn't
wait to Race again. When they reached the Faraway Lake
Sailing Club, George saw that his friends had decorated his
Boat with all sorts of colorful flags. They had even decorated
some of the other Boats. It looked like a parade! When the
Colors were stowed, George
and the Man went out to Race
one last time. George's
friends Gage and Gage's Dad
thought it would be fun to
trade places for a little while.
George watched as Gage
sailed his Dad's Boat.
George thought that looked
like fun and he wanted to try,
but the Man in the Yellow
Hat said, “Please stay in the
Boat George and don't get
Sweet Dreams
into trouble.” George
promised to be good, but little monkeys sometimes forget.
When the Racing was all done and the Boats were all hoisted
out of the water, George looked for some Lunch (sailing
makes little monkeys very hungry). He went to see Mrs.
Marianne who gave him a wonderful lunch of fruit & leftovers
and George's tummy was very happy. After lunch George
heard that his friend Gage and his Dad had been disqualified.
“Too bad.” thought George, “They were having so much fun.”
At the awards banquet that evening George saw all his
Friends again wearing their finest clothes and he saw the long
table filled with glittering Trophies. He was very happy to see
his Friends win trophies and he clapped enthusiastically for
each of them. George was especially happy when Young
Krusty McNichols, old Grumpy's son, who'd been so
courageous in saving the Turtle, was given the Rex Pierson
Sportsmanship Award. With the Trophies all done and the
tables all cleared, George and the Man in the Yellow Hat
hitched up their Boat and they went...Home.

A Sailing Fantasy
By Scott Wright
This is George. George was a good little monkey and always
very curious. George sailed with his friend the Man in the
Yellow Hat. One day the Man in the Yellow Hat said,
“George, we are going to Faraway Lake to Race with the
Rebels.” George thought that
would be fun, so they hitched
up their Boat and set off on the
long road to Faraway Lake.
George fell asleep many times
on the long trip, but at last they
came to the grand Faraway
Lake Sailing Club where they
were greeted by all their Old
Friends. George was very
happy to see his friends
Christian & Susanna and even
old Grumpy McNichols. He
could hardly believe another
year had passed since he last saw them. George saw lots of
Boats at the Sailing Club. Lots and lots of Boats. He thought
that he had never seen so many Boats at one time before.
There were Red Boats and White Boats, Orange Boats and
even Black Boats. There would be lots of fun when all the
Boats began to Race together. George could hardly wait.
On the first afternoon, George and the Man in the Yellow
Hat Raced and Raced. It was so exciting that George could
hardly catch his breath. George's friends Giorgio Siciliano
and Mary Contrary were over early and should have turned
back, but they forgot. George thought maybe someone should
have reminded them.
The next day George watched and whistled for the Wind to
come, but he and his Friends just sailed around very slowly.
On the third day the Wind greeted George with a happy kiss
and the Boats' Sails fluttered and clapped in anticipation.
George and his Friends had a wonderful time Racing. Later,
with a sad heart and very heavy eyelids George and the Man
in the Yellow Hat went back to their room and fell fast asleep.
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From the Editor's Desk:
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Official Publication of the

HAPPY HOLIDAYS and a TERRIFIC 2003!
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And thanks for a great 2002.

Commodore Scott Wright
616/293 6137 swright@riverview.net
Vice Commodore Karel Vorel
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Rear Commodore Nick Tanis
517/852 2558
Secretary
Joan Leeney
847/299 3583 joanleeney@hotmail.com
Treasurer Clarence Metzger (Through 12/31/02)
419/893 0509 camsl@attglobal.net
Wayne Rathbun (As of 1/1/03)
847/670 8122 scuppers1@aol.com
Rebel Rabble Editor Bill Blaine
847/255 8410 billmac23@attbi.com
Inmediate Past Commodore John Vanden Brink
847/692 5482 vandenbrinks@attbi.com
One Year Directors
Sue Gerber 801/363 5400 susan.gerber@worldnet.att.net
Hugh Harris 517/522 3689 hharris@voyager.net
Lee Shaffer 540/345 0722 leeshaffer@webtv.net
George Vurno 914/986 8852 vurno@warwick.net
Two Year Directors
John Hudak 517/238 5868 johnholk@cbpu.com
Clarence Metzger 419/893 0509 camsl@attglobal.net
Phil Faulkner 847/359 2776 pfaulkner@quillcorp.com
Mary Vorel 616/784 7144 _natazia_@yahoo.com
Fleet Captains
Fleet 1 Toledo, OH
Clarence Metzger
419/893 0509
camsl@attglobal.net
Fleet 2 Clark Lake, MI
Hugh Harris 517/522 3689 hharris@voyager.net
Fleet 5 Springfield, IL
Duane Slater
217/529 1434
Fleet 7 Grand Rapids, MI
Karel Vorel 616/784 7144 vklvet@prodigy.net
Fleet 19
Hueston Woods,OH Eddy Hair 513/221 1997
Fleet 21 Greenwood Lake, NJ
George Vurno 914/986 8852 vurno@warwick.net
Fleet 23 Des Plaines, IL
Wayne Rathbun 847/670 8122 scuppers1@aol.com
Fleet 24 Dallas, TX
Paul Heidgerd 972 669 9639 heidgerd@flash.net
Fleet 26 Coldwater Lake,MI
Bob Connors 517/238-5374 rpconnors@cbpu.com
Fleet 27 Roanoke VA
Lee Shaffer 540/345 0722 leeshaffer@webtv.net

A PERSONAL THANK YOU CLARENCE METZGER
As you prepare for your retirement from NRCA Treasurer on
December 31, a heartfelt thank you for the sage advice,
assistance in gathering information, constructive suggestions,
and moral support you have provided over our many years of
cooperative effort in strengthening the NRCA.
RACING SCHEDULE:
Please take time to up-load your fleet’s racing schedule to
www.ussailing.org/calendar and send a copy to Bill Blaine at
billmac23@attbi.com. This is the US Sailing Calendar.
Posting on this site may help you identify local unaffiliated
Rebel Sailors and lead them to your fleet.
E-MAIL ADDRESS:
The Rebel Rabble sends messages frequently to members of
the NRCA. If you use e-mail, please send your current e-mail
address to: Bill Blaine, Editor, at billmac23@attbi.com. Email registered members can access the Rabble Web edition
about two weeks before hard copy is available.
FLEET REPORTS
Kudos to Wayne Rathbun, new Fleet Captain of Fleet 23,
Des Plaines. His was the only Fleet report received. Check
Wayne’s report in this Rabble and then write your own report.
We would like to have a complete summary of reports from all
of our remaining active fleets for the March 1, 2003 Rabble.
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES
Your editor believes that when issues arise they are best
handled through free discussion without recrimination. The
current debate about the correct way to deal with Rebels built
before July 1989 falls into this category. See the
Commodore's Column and Hank Hodgson's letter to the
editor.
ON-LINE NRCA DISCUSSION
Scott Wright is planning to launch an NRCA on-line
discussion on this and other subjects in preparation for the
spring meeting. The On-line discussion is expected to be held
in January. It is important that your e-mail address be in our
rabble data-base if you want to participate. We will advise you
of details through e-mail. Send your e-mail address now if
haven't done so. Please send to Bill Blaine,
billmac23@attbi.com.

Official Builder Nickels Boat Works Fenton, MI
810/750 1866 nickelsboatworks@juno.com
Rebel Website Webmaster Chris Fromme
412/492 0837
rebelsailor@msn.com

RABBLE REVENUE
Members can support NRCA and the Rabble by sending in a
check and copy for a business card ad. Let us know about
your business and support the NRCA at the same time. $25
for four issues. Deadline for copy and check 2/15/03. Of
course others can advertise in the Rabble for $0.15 per word.

Visit the Rebel Website:
http://www.rebelsailor.com

Obtain a copy of the Constitution
www.rebelsailor.com/constitutnbylaws.7.15.2002.pdf
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Mark IV and earlier boats are placed under the scrutiny of
fellow competitors. In the interim, the Rebel Mark V has
itself evolved. Note the open transom, floors, seats, and
flotation.
When we joined the association it was with a very old,
twice rebuilt, slug of a Mark I. A week before, we had been
completing her second waterlogged cockpit operation and we
set sails on her for the very first time at a Nationals in Grand
Rapids. When we saw the other boats that had been
“modified” over the years and all the improvements that
seemed to culminate in the Mark V, we felt we'd become part
of a great tradition.
A number of boats have been “modified” since 1990,
mostly because they were basket cases (waterlogged floors,
dropped on the highway), and none of the work plans were
reviewed or approved by anyone. Until now, none have been
disallowed or even protested. Hank's was the first boat
protested, the hearing held, (regrettably, not all interested
parties were present), and summary judgement handed down.
We should now expect to see protests against other owners
who have made modifications without approval.
The by-laws accept modifications as a fact of life
(tradition). The one-design target has been moved over the
years and should be expected to move again as Dave
Nickel’s genius is applied to further improve the class. I
don't propose that Rebel ownership should become some sort
arms race, but owners of older boats are allowed to gain back
some of their performance disadvantage as time, motivation,
or treasure allow. I am troubled by the quick decision relative
to 4004, but the rule is that one must seek written approval
before making the desired modifications to the hull, deck, or
tanks.
The second thing that bothers me is the lack of active
participation at the last spring meeting. To strengthen our
class, I would like to see some real participation at Spring
Meeting 2003 so that a real discussion can be had about how
to handle the older boats. Spring Meeting – first Saturday
in March, Grand Rapids, MI. Please put this date on your
calendar. You do not need to be an officer or Fleet Captain
to attend and participate although voting is restricted.
If possible we will have an on-line forum (January?) so
more of you can tell us your opinions.

COMMODORE’S CORNER
I'm troubled about some things that have been happening in the
Rebel Class. First is the “requirement” that, in order to be legal
for competition, Hank Hodgson’s 4004 must have weight added
to it. At Spring Meeting 2002, upon the recommendation of the
Measurement Committee, the Board of Directors resolved that
Hank had violated Article X-1 of the Rebel by-laws. The
Measurement Committee was then directed by the Board of
Directors to write a letter to Hank informing him of the decision.
In addition to advising him of the decision the Committee
established the requirement that for 4004 to be eligible for
competition Hodgson would have to add weight to 4004.
Because of the importance of this question and the far reaching
effect of the decision, I am placing this issue on the agenda of
the spring meeting for reconsideration.
Hank is not the first Rebel owner to make such modifications several boats have had similar changes made to them. Not all of
them are being sailed anymore though. There was a time when
lots of Rebel owners made modifications to their boats. They
had plenty of good reasons for doing so. Most notably, many of
their older foam-filled fiberglass boats leaked and the resultant
water-soaked foam made them grossly overweight. Cockpit
floors were ripped up and the foam removed. Some ambitious
owners went to the trouble of putting the cockpit floors back in,
but some keen observer must have noted that leaving it out
would certainly lighten the boat somewhat, especially aft where
it would be most beneficial.
The design was evolving at the same time. The conventional
wisdom in the Rebels is that placing crew weight (any weight for
that matter) as far forward as possible keeps the boat from
dragging her transom. Some owners, depending on the amount
of spare time or money available, got so carried away in their
quest for an advantage, that they began cutting the cockpit seats
and floors out of the newer boats too. The Rebel Class rules
makers eventually must have thought, “enough is enough.” The
result was Article X-1 enacted July 8, 1989. Modifications to
Mark V's were now strictly prohibited, and modifications to

Lastly, I’m concerned that our investments in
time, energy, and treasure expended on our boats
aren't matched with our participation and interest
in our fellow owners, new sailors, new members,
and the Association. We need to resolve issues
about modifications while keeping in mind the
need to retain and add to our membership by
providing an enriching and positive experience for
new sailors, new members, and the Association.
Please make an effort to join us in Grand
Rapids in March.

Scott Wright
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Letter to the Editor:

REBEL SAILOR AND
FORMER COMMODORE
WRITES CRUSING BOOK

Hindsight is 20/20 as the saying goes, and if we had it to do
again, we would certainly apply to the Association for
permission to work on our boat. With regard to Article X, we
had forgotten about it. But, had we remembered it would have
been our opinion that it did not apply, as R4004 was in need of
repair and the boat was overweight. Article X, section 1(a)
was intended to address underweight boats with weight
correctors added. Obviously, there are no owners who did
remember this section of article X since there are no requests
on file and no one can remember ever having applied for
permission to make changes or repairs to their boats since
1989. Would you have remembered? Every boat owner we
spoke with told us no. A person could only wonder what the
possible motive was in selecting our boat for this scrutiny.
Concerning Tim Hoover’s report regarding removal of tanks.
R4004 is a 20 year-old boat, and was not built with tanks.
How can we be in violation of taking out tanks in a boat that
never had tanks? As for the floatation issue, there is more
floatation in R4004 today than when it was new, and we have
plastic bottles for the bow, which is where the real problem is
in older boats. If you are concerned about this issue with
regard to R4004, then it should be addressed in ALL boats, not
just one.
The work done to R4004 was to repair the deck where the
mast had crushed through the deck. This was to repair a
structural defect caused by inadequate engineering and/or
support. Additional repairs were made to correct gouges most
likely caused during the launching process at Clark Lake with
a crewmember on board. Two (2) flat spots were repaired
which were caused by the supports from the undersized trailer
(designed for fishing boats) R4004 was stored on.
It was some fifteen (15) months after these repairs were made
that we found out R4004 was overweight, at which time we
sent it back to Dieball Boatworks to address the overweight
issue. At that point, Dennis Dieball removed approximately
sixteen (16) pounds of weight. Contrary to a statement made
by one of the measurement committee members - the bottom
of the boat was only repaired. We have a letter from Dieball
detailing the work he did on our boat.
In sailing we have a system in place that provides for a
hearing and for an opportunity to be heard in addressing the
issues such as those alleged by the measurement committee as
the basis for barring R4004 from competition. The democratic
process calls for an ample opportunity to be heard, and in
addition, an appellate process where both parties could present
the facts to an independent finder of fact or tribunal.
Had this system been applied in this case, the people who
brought this issue forward would not have been the decision
makers. A final decision was made without an inspection of
the boat itself or the opportunity of the boat owners to explain
and prove incorrect the erroneous assumptions on which the
facts were found. It was not an above board process. What is
being asked of R4004 is to sail with at least thirty-two (32)
pounds more weight than the rest of the fleet. In actuality, if
R4004 already weighs around 715 pounds, she would then be
required to race almost fifty (50) pounds over 700. We would
be expected to do this knowing that other boats had been
grandfathered in because they had been modified by a member

I was in a bookstore yesterday and found a book about
cruising the Bahamas written by Past Commodore Ken
and Ellie Mowbray The is a well written instructional on
how to make such a journey. It is fun to see a Des
Plaines Yacht Club and Lake Opeka Rebel sailor rise to
such heights. Karen and I both read it yesterday and
enjoyed it greatly. You can find out about the book at
this web site:
www.sheridanhouse.com/catalog/newbooks/chancetide.html
Doug and Karen Blewett
Former Rebel sailors

of the Measurement Committee, and/or no one had ever
complained about them. If the Measurement Committee had
been as concerned with safety issues as with the arbitrary
punishment of one of its members, then it would only seem
fair that the Chairperson of that committee, who lives less than
20 miles away from us, could have made some effort to have
at least taken a look at our boat, an had it weighed. You can
see where this was going when the scale was not available to
be used at the 2002 Clark Lake Regatta.
It is fair to say that we are very upset by the outcome of this
situation, and quite honestly, we do not know what is a fair
and viable solution, but we do know this: The entire situation
was dealt with in an unfair and heavy handed way.
There is no question in our minds and in other members that
this was more or less a witch-hunt from beginning to end.
There is no question that if the Measurement Committee had
really wanted to reach a fair outcome, they would have made
an effort to at least look at the boat and have it weighed before
reaching a decision. There is no precedent we can find that
any sailing association has punished a boat owner in such an
unfair and less than objective fashion. The consequence of the
committee’s action successfully eliminates R4004 from fair
competition, and likewise prevents R4004 from being sold to
anyone who is looking to sail competitively.
Please understand that any inspection of R4004 will reveal the
truth of our position in this matter. We have been singled out
for disparate treatment for reasons no one is willing to
acknowledge or admit. I would hope that all Rebel owners
would understand that they too could be subjected to arbitrary
and capricious treatment and have no recourse or redress of
such treatment. The Rebel Class through what has happened
in this matter has established that the rules apply based on the
whim of those few anointed to enforce such rules. The rules
apply not fairly, but unfairly.
For our part, we offer that anyone who wants to can inspect or
weigh our boat to verify the proof of our position. As Rebel
owners and Class Members we would challenge you to do
what the committee has not, be fair to all members alike.
Sincerely,

Hank and Elissa
Hank and Elissa Hodgson
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make it. The same rule of three works sometimes when trying
to break a cover on a windward leg on the fourth tack your
covering competitor may let you go. Other factors will be
more dominant in most cases but at least don't stop at three
tries. Either waste only one tack or give it four tries.

Winning Psyhchology
(Reprinted from Rebel Rabble September 1980, Feb 1988)

By Bruce Goldsmith
In addition to boatspeed and tactics, the consistently
successful sailor uses psychology to a great degree in
winning races and series. It is a big advantage in planning
your own strategy if you have an idea how your competitors
might react to the multitude of situations that commonly
occur in racing. The following is a discussion of the
psychology that I feel has helped my racing record.
It's common to over-react to a
small speed difference between
two boats. Use this to your
advantage by grinding down a few
competitors on the way to the
starting line. It will help your
confidence and cause anyone who
notices to avoid you on the
starting line.
In addition, a reputation of
being an aggressive starter will
further clear your choice of
position on the line, especially if
you line up soon enough to allow
others to know where you plan to
start. Avoid last second jibes or
ducking in. They tend to cause
retaliation by a lessor competitor,
sometimes resulting in both of
you being over early.
Take advantage of any false
starts to further your speed image.
Check starting line bias, and
generally get a feel for the early
part of the race.
If you really blow the first
beat, it seems to help to pick a goal for finishing the race
that seems barely possible. Your perspective changes
completely if you are shooting for 8th from 40th rather than
taking the wildest chances hoping for a miracle to put you
in first.
Usually on the first beat, one side of the course works
out better than the other. If this happens in a big way, next
time around most of the boats will go that way, regardless
of whether the factor that caused that side to be good still
exists or not. This, of course, allows you to go the other
way with clear air and good odds of passing lots of boats if
you've analyzed properly that the factor causing the one side
to be good the first time no longer exists.
Passing a competitor on a reach can be a real study in
psychology. Think in terms of discouraging a luff by
getting well to windward before you are too close behind.
Not one in a hundred will let you by without a luff if you
come up behind and then go up, but more than half will not
luff if you go high first-then whiz by. Evidently, people's
minds are oriented to three on all kinds of happenings. If
you get caught in a luff, try three short attempts to pass to
windward, which you don't plan to have work. However, on
the fourth attempt be more extreme and you'll probably

Covering is, of course, best right on your competitor's
mind, but if you can't tolerate lots of tacks, let the
challenging boat be slightly to weather and behind. He will
think he can pinch out to weather enough to get clear.
However, if you foot just enough to keep him thinking this,
he will usually fall back steadily after the initial squeeze to
windward slows him down. Remember, you
have to make him feel like he can outpoint
you by footing slightly or just not pinching
when this game starts. In other words, bait
him into not tacking away.
Another covering tactic that includes some
psychology is to give your challenger clear air
on the tack you want him on, and tack right
in front of him on the tack you don't want
him on. This will force him to go the way
you feel is best tactically for both of you
relative to other boats.
At marks it's often hard to tell whether an
overlap exists or not. If you are the boat
trying to get the overlap and honestly don't
know whether you have it ask your
competitor ahead to judge the situation. His
reaction is one of surprise that you trust him
and he tends to become more generous to you
in his judgment of the overlap.
Late in a race you become faced with a
situation that requires a minor miracle for you
to win. Naturally, you want to try it if it's the
only chance. The error most will make is that
they won't do this tactic extremely enough. I
guess psychologically, they don't believe it is
really possible, so a half effort causes them to lose, even if the
miracle windshift, calm or storm does happen.
Series Psychology
The importance of being in the first few places in the first
couple of races is overdone. People take bad odds flyers on
the third beat of the first race when they are in 1Oth place
figuring there's no chance for the series if they don't. This
usually is wrong thinking and too often loses 10 more places.
Also, the importance of a throw-out race over impresses
many. You have to hang in every race. It's amazing
sometimes what scores end up counting. The best example of
this is the Southern Circuit, where eleven races were sailed. I
can remember getting a D.S.Q. and 1 9th in two of the first
three races, and still ending up the winner. No way that would
have happened had the 1 9th been a 20th, even though it
didn't seem important whether we were 1 9th or 20th as we
crossed the finish line.
Best of luck using Psychology to your advantage. I'm
looking forward to a matching of minds with many of you the
next time we meet on the racecourse. Could be interesting if
we both use the same "Psych".
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Girl Scouts -Irish Hills Council would like to extend its
sincerest appreciation to the National Rebel Class
Association's Board of Directors for awarding Girls
Scouts-Irish Hills Council a donation of $100. As you
requested, your check will be used toward the maintenance
costs of our Rebel sailboats and to operate our sailing
program.
We greatly appreciate your donation and for offering to
assist us by offering members willing to, share their time,
talent and expertise. We will certainly keep this in mind and
contact you when the need arises.
Girl Scouts-Irish Hills Council currently serves over 4,000
girl and adult members in the Jackson, Hillsdale and Lenawee
Counties and the communities of Albion and Homer in
Calhoun County. We are pleased to let you know that last
year, the council experienced a 9% increase in girl
membership and 22% in adult membership.
Thank you for helping us carry out the Girl Scout mission.
Together, we are developing today's girls into tomorrow's
leaders.

Letters to the National Rebel Class Association

Blue Ridge Mountains Council
Roanoke, Virginia
August 12, 2002National Rebel Class Assn
Dear Mr. Metzger:
Thank you for your recent gift/pledge of $100 to the Blue
Ridge Mountains Council, Boy Scouts of America. Your
support is greatly appreciated. A pledge reminder will be sent
to you as you have requested if necessary.
Each week thousands of boys, throughout the Blue Ridge
Mountains Council participate in den, pack or troop meetings;
or outdoor activities where they learn new and exciting skills
that will impact their lives forever. Your gift enables our
Council to continue supporting the hundreds of volunteers
who meet weekly with these boys and ensure that a quality
program is offered.
Again, thank you for your belief in Scouting. Please accept
the enclosed static sticker as our "Thank You"
for your support. We hope you will proudly display it. Should
you have any questions please contact me at (540) 265-0656
or email edhoabsa-brmc.org

Sincerely,
Verla Custer
Executive Director

In Memory of Ray Posh

Sincerely,
Edward E. Harriman, Jr.
Director of Development

Ray was an avid Rebel sailor racing out of Huron Portage
Yacht Club, in Michigan, and had participated in most
regattas. His outgoing personality livened up all the racing
activities and Club functions.
Ray passed away on 9/1/02 at his home in Cedar Park,
Texas (Austin area) after having fought a battle with

CIRCLE TEN COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
Dallas, TX 75235
August 12, 2002

prostate cancer for several years. He had
moved to Texas around 1975. He is survived by his wife of
54 years, Shirley; sons David and Larry; and three
grandchildren, all of whom live in Texas.
Stan Krajewski

National Rebel Class Association
Dear Mr. Metzger:
On behalf of the Scouts and Scouters of Circle Ten Council,
Boy Scouts Of America let me thank you for your donation of
$100. This money will be used to enhance our sailing program
at our beautiful Camp Constantin/Jack D. Furst Aquatic Base
on Possum Kingdom Lake.

FOR SALE
Rebel # 4004
All Harkens on new Nickles trailer, never used North
sails, smoothed bottom, custom mast, Harken bailer ,
transom flaps, stainless center board with plenty of
flotation. $4,000.oo or O.B.O. Class may require this
boat to have lead in excess of 700 L.B.
Hank Hodgson P.O. Box 118, Manitou Beach, MI.
49253 or wind@tc3net.com

May God richly bless you for sharing and caring.
Sincerely,
Ric Wilkins
Director of Camping

Rebel # 1605

Girl Scouts - Irish Hills Council
Jackson, Michigan 49201
September 6, 2002

good condition , Trailer , North Main & Jib
$1,200.00, Alum. Cheek plates for rudder
$50.00, Mast deck socket $10.00 Also used
shrouds & misc. parts reasonable.
Hank Hodgson , P.O. Box 118 Manitou Beach,
MI. 49253 Or wind@tc3net.com

National Rebel Class Association
Dear Mr. Metzger:
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Rebel Fleet 23
2002 Annual Report
Des Plaines Park District Yacht Club, Inc.
Lake Opeka, Des Plaines, IL

1.
2.
3.

Mary and Pat Vorel, 4161, 12.50 pts.
John and Bradley Baron, 4179, 17.00 pts.
Jim Leeney and Joe Stoodley, 4186, 17.75 pts.

The Kodak moment was watching Scott Wright
reading to his young son and future crew while sitting on his

by Wayne Rathbun, Fleet Captain
Fleet 23 activity began early this year with a number
of members actively participating in “Strictly Sail”, an annual
sailboat exposition held typically in the dead of winter in
Chicago. They assisted Hugh Armbruster, of Nickels Boat
Works, to proudly display a new Mark V Rebel, fully
equipped for racing. Members passed out brochures and
related their enthusiasm for the Rebel and various class
activities. As a result of the show, the Rathbun family
excitedly drove out to Fenton, Michigan early in February to
purchase the display boat. Hugh, Nancy and Jennifer
graciously gave us a fascinating tour of the Nickels Boat
Works and showed us the various boat molds, rolls of
fiberglass and the drums of epoxy resin equipped with spigot
where it all begins. We cautiously drove home with our new
addition to the family, while our daughter popped bubble wrap
all the way. Fleet 23 is fortunate to have several of the newer
Rebels with many members currently sailing either their
second or third Rebel. The occasional availability of a used
boat for sale has helped with the attraction of new members to
the fleet.

Renee, Kristen, and Wayne Rathbun, with
Ken Hopson, Commodore DPYC
boat in the parking lot, waiting for the winds to cooperate.
Our Rebel fleet did well this year in our Annual Lake
Championship Series. Eleven boats competed as a
miscellaneous fleet including lasers, sunfish, 470s and Rebels,
scored on a handicap system. Four Rebel teams qualified and
took four of the top five trophy positions including:

The majority of the racing season this year was spent
wishing for better winds. We couldn’t seem to find that fresh
fair breeze, either sweating out the hot summer doldrums or
fretting the gear busting gales. Regardless we had 10 different
boats that regularly competed in our summer series. The top 3
performers were:
1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mark and Peggy Quiniff, Rebel 4179, 17.25 pts.
Phil Faulkner with various crew, 4195, 52.50 pts.
Wayne, Renee and Kristen Rathbun, 4198 with 63.25
pts.

Fleet 23 won the “National Regatta Largest Visiting
Fleet Participation” award again this year with 8 boats that
traveled to Fenton, Michigan for the Nationals. It was
enjoyable to caravan with other fleet members and dining
together on the road to and from Fenton. It was good to also
see Ron Reading and his daughter Ce Ce competing again at
Nationals. Four of our young sailors competed in the Juniors,
including Jim Quiniff, Mike Stoodley, Tim Quirsfeld and
Kristen Rathbun. For Tim, it was his first time out as skipper.
Congratulations to Jim and Mike on their second place finish
in the final standings! Both Jim and Mike gave us old timers
some exciting competition throughout the year.

Mark and Peggy Quiniff, Rebel 4179, 2.25 pts.
Bill Hanson and Diana Kremen, 470 1610, 7 pts.
Jim Leeney and Alex Dumitriu, Rebel 4186, 13 pts.
Phil and Jay Faulkner, Rebel 4195, 16 pts.
Wayne, Renee and Kristen Rathbun, Rebel 4198, 17
pts.

Members of Fleet 23 continue to serve our National
Association and our club. John Vanden Brink completed his
duties this year as the NRCA Commodore. Joan Leeney
continues to serve as National Secretary and Wayne Rathbun
has volunteered to serve as Treasurer beginning next year.
Bill Blaine has generously served as the Editor for the Rebel
Rabble for a number of years now. At home, members have
assisted with our annual park “Sail a Sailboat Day” in which
we encourage the public to catch the sailing bug. Others are
involved in teaching sailing lessons to novices with our club’s
“Intermediate Sail” program. Mark Quiniff publishes our club
Yeoman Newsletter.

Fleet 23 hosted its 32nd Annual Invitational Regatta in
August. We enjoyed the company and competition from the
Vorels and Scott Wright that traveled to join us from
Michigan. Also it was good to see John Baron again from
Lake Pistakee. The final standings were:

As I write this, the boat is tucked away securely in
the garage, safe from the winter cold. I guess I’ll just have to
grab another Patrick O’Brian book and do some more
armchair sailing.
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These questions arose at the 2002 Nationals at
Lake Fenton:

2003 Dues Information

Can juniors skipper in the adult nationals?
If they do can they still skipper in the junior nationals?

As you may know, Clarence Metzger, after many
faithful years of service to the NRCA, has passed the
torch of Treasure to Wayne Rathbun (Rebel 4198,
Fleet 23 in Des Plaines, IL). The official transfer will
occur at the first of the year (2003). In preparation,
we are currently upgrading our NRCA database. If
you have had any changes to your current address, email address, telephone number, boat number or fleet
number please let us know. You can write to:
Wayne Rathbun,
910 Westgate,
Mt.Prospect, IL. 60056,
or e-mail at:
scuppers1@aol.com
The current plan is to send out annual dues notices
for 2003 in early January. Please let us know any
changes soon so that you won’t miss out in timely
delivery of the Rebel Rabble. At the NRCA annual
meeting the association passed a resolution to
increase annual dues to $30.00 for Active
Membership and $15.00 for Associate Membership.

For an answer we need to go back and examine the history
of the Junior Nationals in the Rebel Rabble.
December 1967: Commodore Cliff Rose
announced plans to “conduct a regatta for our Junior
Sailors just prior to the National Championship Regatta (to
be held) at Glen Lake. Indications are that qualifiers &
crews must be under 16 years of age. Details later.”
April, 1968: Rules, there shall be two grouping:
Group A – 13 years and under (Little Juniors), Group B14 and 15 year olds (Big Juniors). The ages are those on
the day of the Race.
Each
skipper cannot have
skippered a Rebel in
a National Regatta.
Fall, 1968: A short
article on the very
successful lst Junior
Nationals was
printed. Chris
Fromme was the Big
Junior Champion.
Mike Bureau was
Little Junior
Champion.
Sept, 1970:
(From the
Commodore’s
Neil Robb
Column) 1971
Junior Nationals
“While still limited to juniors who have not skippered in
the Nationals, your Board of Directors has enabled greater
participation by raising the age limit and changing the two
divisions. The first division will include ages 14 though
17 with the 18th birthday not before September 1. The
second division includes ages 11 through 13. Standardized
rules and procedures for conducting our Junior Nationals
are being prepared by John Bureau, Jack Evans and Ted
Krajewski.”
April 1971: Rule 1 (of 16): Each skipper cannot
have skippered a Rebel in a previous Senior National
Regatta. Skippers and crews must be members of families
who hold active Rebel Association membership. The crew
of the Little Juniors must be of the same age group as the
skippers, however, the Juniors may use a crew of either
age group.
June 1980: “Juniors are children of Active
Members and are eligible to skipper in Junior Nationals if
they will not have reached their 18th birthday until
September 1st or later of the current year and have never
skippered in the National Regatta.
May 1986: To be eligible a Junior: Skipper must
be a member of a family that holds a regular membership
in the National Rebel Class Association, or a regular crew

during the current sailing season for a regular member of
the National Rebel Class Association.
Further, the Junior: Skipper must NOT have skippered a
Rebel in a previous National Championship Regatta. (i.e.
Senior Nationals)
1996 REBEL JUNIOR NATONALS WAIVER
OF LIABILITY FORM:
Skipper must not have skippered a rebel in a
previous national championship regatta. (senior nationals)
(Thanks to Mark Quiniff for doing the research)

Ce Ce (Reading) Smith, Ron Reading
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APPARENT WIND
by Ken Mowbray
On the 12 meter yachts racing for the America's Cup last
summer, computers were used to keep track of the true wind
direction. In fact true wind indication was the major function
of the computer, although some tactical and navigational
information was also monitored.

.
Reprinted from June 1978, May 87 Rebel Rabble
Ken is a past national champion and former Commodore of NRCA,
and author of Chance the Tide, How to Cruise to the Bahamas for the
Winter

Several years ago Bruce Goldsmith addressed the Des
Plaines Yacht Club on the subject of wind, weather and the
expected effects of them on small inland lakes. We learned a
lot, but the most important thing I learned was the effect of
wind velocity on apparent wind.
On our little lake we tend to tack on most every header.
We do a lot of tacking. Nine times out of ten it's the right
thing to do. The
headers are mostly
geographical
anyway, so they are
somewhat
predictable for any
given
wind
direction.
When I sailed
on larger water I
often found myself
on the wrong tack
and didn't know
why. After all I had
tacked on what was
an obvious header.
After Bruce's talk I
understood
my
Rounding the
error. The header I
was reading was an
apparent wind header due to a decrease in wind velocity.
Naturally the opposite effect also occurs, so many of the
lifters I had been sailing on were in fact increases in wind
velocity producing an apparent wind lift which in fact may
have been a slight header in the true wind.
The fact is that the wind usually shifts in a gust. It often
shifts in a predictable pattern. Clockwise or anticlockwise
depending on the weather system and the geography in the
area. These are important factors and if they can be
understood they will benefit you. This is often demonstrated
by how well a local skipper will -show us all the way to the
finish line. Bob Angemeier will do it to you in Carbondale
and Lou Herndon or Doug Slater will do it in Springfield.
They simply recognize the situation and from experience
know where to go.
The problem is how do you know what the true wind is
doing. The apparent wind is a summation of the true wind and
boat speed. It is interesting to note that in ice boating the
apparent wind must always be maintained forward of the
beam, otherwise boat speed is greatly sacrificed. An iceboat is
sailed close hauled upwind and down wind. In the down wind
mode the boat speed contributes the major fact or that makes
the apparent wind blow from in front.

How can we determine true wind conditions without the
use of computers? The answer is that we can't do it precisely,
but we can develop a feel for it that is good enough for our
purposes.
Now that you are aware of the problem you can begin to
use it. A typical situation I experience often is - I suddenly get
a header. I bear off to keep boat speed and wait to see if the
header is going
to hold or not.
Then I realize
the header is a
result of a
decrease in
wind velocity.
As the boat
speed slows,
the apparent
wind returns
slowly to the
former angle. It
was only a
slight change
to begin with,
but had I
tacked instead
mark, Nationals 2002
of
holding
course, the
boat speed lost and the time spent to regain it during the lull in
the wind would have been very costly.
Of course had the shift and lull been a true header then
the tack could very well be profitable. Whether or not to do so
is a tactical decision based upon where you are and where
your competition is. If you are on starboard tack near the lay
line it would be better to ride the header than to sail away
from the windward mark. Next time stay closer to the rhumb
line so you can profit from the shifts.
Another typical situation is encountered during a
reaching leg. A strong gust hits. Even though you see it
coming and hike out it still heels you over considerably. A
massive weather helm develops. Easing off the main sheet
isn't even enough to ease the helm.
The problem is that the apparent wind shift requires
adjustment of both main and jib. The jib alone is often enough
to cause the boat to heel and the heeling is what causes the
weather helm to get severe.
People complain about Rebels not planing. We plane our
Rebel routinely in gusty reaches by controlling the boat and
keeping weather helm at a minimum. It takes concentration
and hard work, but it's more fun.
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Special Thoughts on Winning – from USYRU
Reprinted from December 1979, and
May 1987 Rebel Rabble

Winning is to get the best performance possible from
your crew and equipment for the day's conditions.
Losing is blaming failure on the lack of proper sails,
sloppy crew work or malice or the wind gods.
Winning is finishing a goal set for yourself. If your
project for the day is to come in ahead of another boat of
about equal ability and experience, achieving this can be
just as meaningful as any first place finish trophy.

SPECIAL THOUGHTS ON WINNING
There is a theory why more people with sailboats do
not race them: People do
not want to lose.
First place finishes in
sailboat races, with few
exceptions, require long,
dirty toil in the ranks
before accomplishments
meet expectations, and
(generalization) a sailor is a
special type of person,
usually a "winner" or at
least a "mover and shaker"
in his dry land calling .... a
type hardly satisfied to
come in ninth in a field of
ten one-designs.
To win, the football
coaches tell us, is
everything; there is no
second place. I have been
through my Vince
I said, “Room
Lombardi phase of sailboat
racing which, hopefully, is
behind me. It may be a disappointment to come in less
than first, but it does not automatically make one a loser, a
second class citizen or a subject of scorn. Winning, like
most words in the language, has indeed more than one
meaning.
It is possible to
"win" almost any race
you enter whether you
are a rookie or a
rabbit. With credit for
some thoughts to Joe
Henderson writing in
Runner's World I
submit:
Winning is
realizing you have
won by getting
involved in the sport,
entering the race and
using your best
efforts. You have

at

Losing is dropping out
because things are not going
your way and it's easier to
quit because of some minor
inconvenience than accept a
finish of less than first place.
Winning is measuring
yourself against yourself.
Winning is taking pride in,
and recognizing
improvements in yourself and
crew.
Losing is matching
yourself against everyone
else entering. This is
self-defeating. Like the old
west, there always will be a
faster gun around the next
corner.
Winning is accepting
the mark!”
results as they come,
knowing an occasional bad race will happen to everyone.
The few bad races are important as contrasts to help you
more appreciate the good ones.
Losing is cutting someone else down so you can look
taller. It is interfering in
any way with another
sailor's progress.
Winning is knowing
you are only as good as
your last race. The thrill
of victory is perishable;
so you must renew it all
the time.
Losing is living in
the past. It is trying to
restore old glories to the
conditions they were
during their short life.
Above all, "winning"
is only available to
those who compete; it

Left to back: Phil Faulkner, Irene Block, Dick Carlson, Susan and Scott
"beaten" those too
can only be found on
Wright, Elie and John VandenBrink,
lazy to come to the
the course ... never on
Front: Tokiko and Bill Blaine (Nationals 2002), Fenton, MI
lake or too indifferent
the sidelines.
to quit cruising
"On Winning" is by
around and enter the
Tom Birmingham from
contest. Losing is not starting, sitting at the dock talking
Windycrest Sailing Club and appeared in the Club
about what might have been, or what could have been if
newsletter, May, 1979, issue.
the race has been entered.
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REBEL RABBLE
ON-LINE

March 1, 2003
Edition
REBEL RABBLE
COPY DEADLINE

Check one out:
http://www.rebelsailor.com/rabbledec01.pdf
http://www.rebelsailor.com/rabblemar02.pdf
http://www.rebelsailor.com/rabblejun02.pdf
http://www.rebelsailor.com/rabblesep02.pdf

February 15, 2003

December 1, 2002
http://www.rebelsailor.com/rabbledec02.pdf

Stories, photos etc. please
to Bill Blaine
billmac23@attbi.com

LOGO G-BALLS

WANTED
Skippers and Crew

DOZ $4

(Juniors and Seniors)

Lud Fromme 419 866 8848

July 13th through July 17th, 2003

2003 Nationals
1

Clark Lake, Michigan
For information call or e-mail
Neil Robb

517/529 9663

nrobb@voyager.net

Woody Woodruff 517/782 5722
sailorwoodi@hotmail.com

LEGAL SERVICES NATIONWIDE
For individuals and Small Business
WILL PREPARATION
FINANCIAL COUNSELING
EMPLOYEE LEGAL BENEFIT PLANS
Bill Blaine
Details on our website
Ph Toll free: 877 255 8410
www.wildonion.com
e-mail: pmg@wildonion

2

1-800 227 0661

The Book Market
NICK TANIS
Field Supervisor
5915 CASEY Drive
Off:: 865.558.8187
Knoxville, TN 37909
Extension 2516
Cell: 517.420.4359
Fax 865.558.6249

11

1

NATIONAL REBEL CLASS ASSOCIATION
Editor:
Bill Blaine
(847/255 8410
P.O. Box 165
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056

Please
use correct
Postage

RACE, RELAX IN A REBEL

ADVERTISING RATES
and internet listing
Issues
Cost
Full Page
Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8/page

1

$100.00
50.00
25.00
15.00

2

3

190.00 270.00
90.00 135 .00
47. 00 67.50
28. 00 40.50

NICKELS BOAT
WORKS

4

340.00
170.00
85.00
51.00

2426 S. Long Lake road
Fenton, MI 48430
Phone 810/750 1855
e-mail: nickelsboatworks@juno.com

Business Card ads for NRCA members will run for four
issues and cost only $25.00. Members only may advertise
to sell their boats and sails at no cost. Other items for sale
by NRCA members is just $0.15 per word. Non-NRCA
members may also advertise to sell their boats, sails, and
boating items at $0.15 per word.

Boat Repairs /Parts

Advertisements are solicited for placement in the Rebel
Rabble according to the rates published from time to time
in the Rebel Rabble. Advertisements will be placed on the
website for the duration of the Rebel Rabble advertising
commitment. Advertisements will be placed on the
website when payment and copy is received.

SHORE SAILS
BURLINGTON, VT

FAST SAILS FOR YOUR BOAT

There is no extra charge at this time for the placement
on the Rebel Website.

Call: Bill Fastiggi
802-863-6266
WWW.SHORESAILS.COM
P.O. Box 4187
Burlington, VT 05406

No ads will be placed on the Rebel website without a
corresponding advertisement in the Rebel Rabble.
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JUNIORS 2002

JUNIORS 2002

JUNIORS 2002

Rebel National Class Association
Juniors
2002

(L to R ) Evan Oslund, Emelia Oslund, James Quiniff, Mike Stoodley,
Randy Bower, Glenn Graham, Kristen Rathbun, Tim Quirsfeld

